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Samhain

Sambhain is a pagan celtic festival heralding the onset
of winter.
Bonfires were lit, rituals performed, and it was seen as
a time
when the door to the otherworld was opened for the
souls of the dead to, once again, inhabit our world.
Winter is often depicted as a huntsman.

“Through his iron glades rides winter the huntsman,
All colour fades as his horn is heard sighing.’

( ‘Winter the Huntsman' - Osbert Sitwell )

Note on instrumentation
Samhain may be performed with the standard string
quartet (2 vins, vla & cello).
Viola 1 is replaced by a 2nd violin (part included).
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